
CONNECTION
SCHEMAS IN PLAY

P u z z l e s  a n d  l e g o s  a re
g o o d  re s o u rc e s  to  h e l p
c h i d l re n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t
t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  s c h e m a .
U s e  o l d  re c y c l e d  p a p e r

a n d  t a p e  fo r  a r t  a n d  c r a f t
p ro j e c t s .  

“Creating circuits with children are
fantastic ways to see how
connection works. Children can
explore different ways to make the
light turn on or by making simple
motors work.”

Often children in the connection schema l ike
physcial connection. Hugs, hand holding
and some rough and tumble play help. 

Make a calendar and count down to special dates
and times l ike birthdays, trips and activities.
This builds the relationship between time and
special events.

Children in the connection schema
may take apart an older sibl ing or
parents work/project.  They may
also enjoy tying things and putting
them in knots. Be clear with
children about things they can play
with and items that are off l imits
and why. 

Exploring magnets is another great way to
develop their connection schema,
especial ly as the connection is invisible.  

Children exploring the connection

schema show an interest in joining

things together like connecting train

track pieces or Lego. Also other loose

parts like tapes and fabrics. Connecting

objects also leads children to explore

disconnecting or backwards

design. These are fundamental skills

that lead to understanding how things

work and go together.


